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 Relatively unknown Buddhist rock-cut caves in 

Garbhgiri hills (Dist.Ahmednagar)  
  

 Author has brought to light few rock-cut caves (N 19º 07. 756’. E 75º 05. 175’) 

situated about 6 kms. from Shirapur village, 10 kms from Tisgaon and 25 kms from 

Pathardi in Ahmednagar district in the hills of Garbhgiri.   

      The Hinayana chaityagriha is apsidal on plan, measuring 36ft. x16 ft. and 21 ft. 

high. The stupa measuring 8ft. stands in the apse, with a round hole at the top. 

(Harmika missing). The important feature of this particular cave is that there are two 

octagonal hanging pillars on the left; the third pillar was in the process i.e. just trimmed 

in a square vertical block. The architrave above is prominent like that of any other early 

Hinayana chaitya. There are few stone beams on the ceiling above the stupa as well as 

on the outer face of the chaitya arch. All these features suggest an early date i.e. circa 1st 

– 2nd. century A.D.    A figure of local Goddess Satwai about 10 feet high in low relief 

made in cement, has been installed by the local people above the stupa on the apsidal 

wall. 

         About 100 meters on the Western side of the chaityagriha is an unfinished Vihara 

measuring 40ft.x 35 ft, the ceiling of this Viharas is almost done, and all the three walls 

of the cave show remains of cells.  



Discussion : The caityagriha in the Garbhgiri hills, though badly damaged due  

to erosion on its exterior, possesses an intact central hall with a stupa and  

betrays an abortive  attempt to carve a pradakshina-patha, or ambulatory, and  

pillars around this central hall.  The cave is unfinished for reasons.  When  

excavation of rock ceased, three pillars on the left side had been hewn, with the  

first two carved with the characteristic octagonal shape in cross-section typical  

of early Buddhist architecture.  Therefore, the intended morphology of the cave is 

The so-called “caitya hall” that in its complete form includes a vaulted ceiling, 

 pillared  support, and path for circumambulation.  With a depth of 36 feet, the  

caitya hall carved into the Garbhgiri hills was created on a relatively modest 

scale in comparison to other caitya halls, such as the caitya hall at Karle, which 

 penetrates more than 124 feet into the cliff-face, or the caitya hall at Bhaja at 59 

 feet.  Even so, the interior of the monument in question, if completed, would  

have exceeded in size the caitya hall at Nasik (38 feet, 10 inches deep) and  

would have resembled in scale (but not in its architectural features) the caitya  

hall found   



among the main group at Lenyadri (Ganesh Leni, Ganesh Pahar) near  Junnar.    The 

residential architecture to the east of the caitya hall is in relatively poor condition.  Two 

small cells, little more than shallow niches at present, reveal  the extreme damage 

sustained to the face of the rock.  Rock-cut excavations need not be grand undertakings, 

and the presence of individual or paired cells is  a common feature of early Buddhist 

cave architecture, seen at sites such as Nasik,  Manmodi, Tulja Lena, and Kuda.  

Nearby to these cells is a larger monastic residence  partially filled with debris.  This 

cave consists of a mandapa originally surrounded by cells on all of its three inner sides.  

These cells appear to have been roughly square in shape and lacked rock-cut beds.  

Presently, remnants of nearly obliterated walls  suggest the general ground plan of the 

cave.  These caves, though simpler in form  than the apsidal caitya hall, further secure 

Buddhism as the original religious  affiliation of the site, as evidenced by the commonly-

seen usage of rock-cut  architecture for habitation by ancient mendicant communities.  

Personal discussion with David Efurd is in agreement with Dr. Jadhav that the 

morphology, scale, and ornament of the cave are consistent with other Buddhist 

 rock-cut architecture dating from the first to second centuries CE. 

 

 



Geological Observations 

The cave remained incomplete (unfinished) certainly due to the poor quality of the 

 rock i.e. it comprises red bole traversing horizontally at the rear end. Author is of  

The opinion that thought the parent rock is basalt, it is of a poor quality i.e. 

comprising of close jointing (particularly on the facade of the chaitya), 

 chlorophaeite enrich zones, phalgonites in both the Chaityagriha and Vihara  

respectively, and red bole traversing horizontally in the Vihara, at the rear end 

 where the excavation stopped. Therefore, both these caves remained unfinished to 

 a great extent. On the other hand the rock-cut caves at Nadsur, Nenavali, Ganesha  

Lena No 19, Ajanta No 8, and Pittalkhora, thought comprising red and green boles,  

the craftsmen have succeeded in maintaining high standard of cave architecture in  

spite of the major flaws similar to those of Ahmednagar caves.  



Project 
     
       Shreekant Jadhav, Superintendent of Excavations was selected for a project to 

work with Prof. Naomichi Japanese scholar, Kanazawa University, School of 
Humanities who is working in Indian Architecture, especially rock-cut caves of 
Western India. Prof. Naomichi was selected and directed to Deccan College to 
work under the guidance of Dr.Shreekant Jadhav. The title of the project is 
“Building up the international consortium for cultural resources” under the 
project “Young Researcher Overseas Visits Program for Vitalizing Brain 
Circulation”. In the month of March 2011 Prof. Naomichi and myself with 
necessary permission from Archaeological Survey of India and Deccan College 
Post-Graduate & Research Institute took 3 Dimentional measurements at Bedsa 
(Dist.Pune) and Kuda (Dist. Raigad). The Instrument Topcon GLS 1500 scanner was 
used for 3D measurements. We were able to measure literally precisely in a very 
short time without hurting any of the monuments. We are in the process of 
making plans and cross sections of the site under the purpose of examining not 
only as a monument itself but also as a religious establishment:  for example a 
new value of contemporary sense can be added. After examining the new value, 
we can consider the difference and the purpose with ancient thought. 

       I am thankful to Prof. V.P Bhatta Director Deccan College to Prof. Vasant Shinde, 
Jt. Director Deccan College for permitting me to undertake the said project. 

       I am also grateful to Prof. B.C Deotare Head Dept. of Archaeology Deccan College, 
Shri. Nagesh Gaware Registrar Deccan College, Shri. C.V Joshi Dy. Registrar Deccan 
College and Shri Gajanan Pahade, P.A. to the Director for helping me in the official 
formalities right from  importing the GLS Topcon 1500 & its accessories. 

 
















