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Abstract: We present two hitherto unreported megalithic sites in Karnataka, discovered in the 

course of our explorations. One of the sites is at the village of Chikel Chetti, near Bandipur 

Wildlife Sanctuary. This site consists of 5 exposed cist burials and 5 undisturbed cairns. The 

second site is a stone alignment site at Aaraga Gate near Tirthahalli. Eight surviving menhirs of 

the stone alignment were noted. We give the locations and descriptions of these sites. 
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We report the discovery of two new megalithic sites at Chikel Chetti near Bandipur and Aaraga 

Gate near Tirthahalli in Karnataka State (see Fig. 1). 

 

Cist Burials and Cairns near Bandipur, Karnataka 

 

A hitherto unreported megalithic site was noted in July 2007, during the course of a visit to a 

private property near Bandipur in Karnataka, close to the border with Tamilnadu. The site was 

visited twice after that and a site plan prepared (Fig. 2). The megaliths, which were found in 

private as well as government land, are in the village of Chikel Chetti. Chikel Chetti may be 

reached by a mud road that diverts towards the left from the asphalt road that leads from Bandipur 

Wildlife Sanctuary in the Chamarajnagar District of Karnataka towards Mudumalai Wildlife 

Sanctuary in Tamilnadu.  

 

The area where the megaliths are situated is flat and plain, with scrub forest nearby. The geo co-

ordinates of the site are: 11°39’45”N, 76°43’19”E. There are low hills visible on the horizon. The 

megaliths, which consist of 5 exposed cists and 5 undisturbed cairns are located in a flat area 

roughly 100m E-W x 150m N-S. There is a hill to the north-west of these and a small excavated 

water body to the west of the megaliths. The local residents refer to the megaliths as Cholara 

kallu (lit. “The stones of the Cholas”) and claim that some of the megaliths have disappeared over 

time. 

 

Description of the megaliths 

 

The megaliths are either exposed cist burials which are severely disturbed or cairns that are more 

or less intact (see Fig. 2). 

 

Cist Burials: 

 

The cists are made of granite slab orthostats, roughly 0.10m thick, whose tops are visible above 

the ground level (see Fig. 3). The cists, rectangular in shape, are rather small, with the length of 

the exposed orthostats above the ground varying from 0.33m to 1.42m. Three of the cists have 3 

orthostats surviving, one has two remaining orthostats and one has just an orthostat left. Though it 

is difficult to say for sure with the scanty remnants, it does look that the orthostats were originally 

meant to interlock in the manner of the Brahmagiri cists (Wheeler 1948). The width of the space 

enclosed by the orthostats varied from 0.36m to 0.53m. Two of the cists with 3 orthostats were 

oriented E-W (260° and 285°), with the other oriented N-S (303°). 

 

The cists are obviously highly disturbed, with at least one orthostat missing from all and the 

contents of the chamber, if any, missing. It is highly likely that capstones were originally present, 

since two large slabs, some 20cm thick, turned up during the excavation for the foundation of a 

building nearby (see Fig. 4). It is impossible to say if there were any portholes in any of the 

orthostats since none of the cists are intact. 

 

Cairns: 

 



The area also has 5 large cairns of various diameters. The cairns are large heaps of stone rubble 

piled up in a roughly circular layout. The diameters of the cairns are 5.5m, 6.4m, 9.0m, 9.3m and 

11.0m. The largest cairn (see Fig. 5) has stone slabs driven in on end around its diameter (see Fig. 

6), presumably to contain the large heap of rubble that comprises the cairn. A large slab with 

chisel marks was found on one of the cairns (see Fig. 7). However, the chisel marks could be of 

relatively recent date when someone could have removed a portion of the slab. 

 

It is possible that the cairns enclose one or more cist burials beneath the ground. Only excavation 

can tell us about this. The cairns seem more or less intact and free from vandalism. 

 

Stone alignment near Aaraga Gate 

 

The existence of menhir sites in southern Karnataka is well known. Sundara (1975) reports sites 

like Nilaskal near Hosanagara and Gudde Maradi near Shimoga. At a later date, he also reports 

the sites Byse, Hergal and Mumbaru in the Nilaskal region (Sundara 2004). As part of a project 

investigating megalithic monuments of south India for possible astronomical purpose in their 

design, the above-mentioned sites were visited regularly during the period 2007-2010. 

 

The co-ordinates of the sites mentioned above are as follows: 

 

1. Nilaskal (13
°
 46’ 36”, 75

°
 01’ 09”) 

2. Byse (13
° 
49’ 45”N, 75

° 
 00’ 43”E) 

3. Hergal (13
°
 52’ 24”, 75

°
 06’ 3”) 

4. Mumbaru (13
°
 54’ 43”, 75

°
 07.47.3”) 

5. Gudde Maradi  (13
° 
54’ 01”N, 75

° 
34’ 25”E) 

 

We could not find even a trace of the menhirs reported at Gudde Maradi during our visit in 

December 2008, all of them most probably having fallen victims to a granite crushing unit 

functioning nearby. Our investigations have demonstrated that the Nilaskal group of sites exhibits 

some common characteristics (Menon and Vahia 2010a, 2010b, Menon, Vahia and Rao, in 

preparation). All four sites comprise of menhirs with the long axes of their cross-sections aligned 

more or less north-south and at least at Baise and Nilaskal, pairs of menhirs frame the 

rising/setting sun on the two solstice days. 

 

The new site at Aaraga Gate 

 

During the course of one of the explorations, an aged resident of Hosuru Village, near Agumbe – 

Mr. Dharmanna, mentioned the existence of a similar site at Aaraga Gate. Aaraga Gate was 

visited on 31 December 2009 and despite the total ignorance of the local residents on the 

existence of any menhirs there, found eight menhirs or the broken stumps of menhirs in an 

overgrown plantation adjacent to the road joining Tirthahalli to Nagara. 

 

Aaraga Gate is located 30 km along the road from the town of Nagara towards the town of 

Tirthahalli. The geo co-ordinates of the site are: 13
°
 44' 12.9" N, 75

°
 12' 38.7" E. The location of 

Aaraga Gate is shown in Fig. 1. 

 



The eight menhirs are situated in a plantation (Fig. 8) in a region roughly 50m x 30m. The 

topography is largely flat. The largest of the megaliths is a roughly hewn stone of rectangular 

cross-section, roughly 1.8m high (Fig. 9). The rest of the stones seem to be the broken stumps of 

menhirs, each with more or less elongated cross-sections. They seem to be minimally dressed 

natural boulders, erected on their ends. All except one have their long axes aligned north-south 

(Fig. 10, 11). One of the stones is located at the edge of the existing road (Fig. 12). It is highly 

likely that many of the stones may have been destroyed during the building of the road. 

 

Conclusion: 

 

This is the first report of megalithic monuments from the Bandipur region. This region is of 

interest since it is geographically close to the megalithic monuments of the Nilgiris and the plains 

of Tamilnadu and would offer interesting comparisons. 

 

The cairns, which are intact, need to be protected. Several of these, including the largest cairn 

with the end slabs all around, are on government land and need to be protected from vandals, 

grave robbers and those looking for easy material for construction. 

 

The stone alignment at Aaraga Gate is similar in design to the earlier known sites at Nilaskal, 

Baise, Hergal and Mumbaru nearby. Due to the non-random nature of their layout, they deserve to 

be classified as a stone alignment rather than as haphazardly erected menhirs.  

 

We have also come across several single stones that fit the description of such menhirs at least at 

three locations during our explorations, like the stone shown in Fig. 13. The local residents in 

these localities vouch for the antiquity of these stones. It is possible that these stones are the sole 

survivors of similar stone alignments destroyed by road building activities. 

 

In this context, it is imperative that we search for other such sites in the region. This discovery 

also highlights the importance of local knowledge of elderly citizens like Mr. Dharmanna – who 

was aware of the existence of these menhirs even when the local residents nearest to the site were 

blissfully unaware of it. 
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Captions for Figures: 

 

Fig1: The locations of the new megalithic sites in Karnataka 

 

Fig2: The layout of the megaliths at Chikel Chetti, Bandipur 

 

Fig3: One of the exposed cist burials at the site 

 

Fig4: A large slab, possibly a capstone of one of the cists, that was unearthed during excavation 

for a building foundation nearby 

 

Fig5: One of the largest cairns at the site 

 

Fig6: The slabs driven into the ground at the boundary of the cairn to hold the rubble heap in 

place 

 

Fig7: A large slab with chisel marks found on one of the cairns 

 

Fig8: A general view of two of the menhirs at Aaraga Gate from the south; a third is near the spot 

where a man is standing 

 

Fig9: The largest menhir at Aaraga Gate 

 

Fig10: The stump of a menhir at Aaraga Gate showing definite N-S orientation 

 

Fig11: The stump of another menhir at Aaraga Gate demonstrating N-S orientation of long axis 

 



Fig12: One of the menhirs at Aaraga Gate right adjacent to the road 

 

Fig13: One of the possible menhirs near the road to Aaraga Gate 

 

 


