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Kuchipudi derives its name from a village Kuhelapuram of Andhra Pradesh in South India where it grew 
largely as a product of a Bhakti movement beginning in the 7th century AD. According to tradition, 
Kuchipudi dance was originally performed only by men. Siddhendra Yogi (picture on the front-page), an 
exceptionally gifted scholar and artiste, who lived in the 16th century gave a definite format and purified 
this ancient art.
As a classical form of dance, drama and music, Kuchipudi enjoys an unique place among the Indian classical 
dance idioms. Kuchipudi combines speech with mime and pure dance. It is racy and sprightly indicating the 
quest for conquering of space and time. It is ebullient, scintillating and yet has the capacity to be intensely 
lyrical. It is bold and sensuous in the movements of the eyes. The repertoire of Kuchipudi includes a number 
of mythological episodes called sabdas. They are dramatic poems rendered in a musical style called 
Paathya (verse).

World renowned dancing couple Raja and Radha Reddy have given a new dimension to the age old art of
Kuchipudi dance without sacrificing the traditional poetry or dramatic sensibility. With rare excellence and 
perfection of technique they have earned the credit for Kuchipudi's high ranking today among the major 
dance forms of India.
The unique art of Raja and Radha Reddy found befitting official recognition through the awards of the
Padma Shree, Padma Bhushan and the prestigious Sangeet Natak Award, individually but simultaneously. 
Raja Radha Reddy were decorated with the Nritya Choodamani by the Krishna Gana Sabha of Chennai. They 
are now engaged in passing on their art to young and promising pupils at their institution Natya Tarangini.
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