
C.S. Seshadri : Mathematics, Music and Management 

The passing of Conjeevaram Srirangachari Seshadri, or C.S. Seshadri, as he was 

popularly known, at the advanced age of 88, deprives India of one of its leading 

mathematical lights, and TIFR of one of its most distinguished alumni. His most 

fruitful years as a mathematician — all 32 of them — were spent at TIFR and it 

was as one of the formidable team of the TIFR School of Mathematics that his 

major contributions to modern mathematics were made.      

Seshadri was born in 1932 at Kanchipuram and schooled at Chengleput, where 

his father was a flourishing lawyer. The eldest of eight brothers, he completed his 

B.Sc. (Hons.) in Mathematics from Loyola College in Chennai where he was deeply influenced by Fr. 

Charles Racine, a student of Cartan. He joined TIFR as a student in 1953 and received his Ph.D. in 1958 

for a thesis entitled ‘Generalised multiplicative meromorphic functions on a complex manifold’, which 

was supervised by the late K.C. Chandrasekharan, founder of the Mathematics group at TIFR. Both at 

college and in TIFR, his friend and contemporary was M.S. Narasimhan, with whom he was later to 

develop the famous Narasimhan-Seshadri Theorem in algebraic geometry. After completing his Ph.D., 

Seshadri moved to the University of Paris at the Sorbonne, which was then the Mecca of mathematics, 

where he came into contact with great figures like André Weil, Laurent Schwartz, Henri Cartan, Harish 

Chandra, Jean-Pierre Serre and Alexander Grothendieck. The last may have been the biggest influence 

in his mathematical development, for it was in algebraic geometry, the subject created by 

Grothendieck, that Seshadri found his element. Like most mathematicians of the time, he was also 

inspired by the Bourbaki school, many of whom he knew well and interacted with closely. 

Returning to TIFR in 1958, Seshadri joined the School of Mathematics, where he was to spend the next 

quarter of a century. In the early 1960s, the work of David Mumford on geometric invariants inspired 

him, together with Narasimhan, who was now his colleague in the School of Mathematics, to carry out 

the investigations on vector bundles on a Riemannian space for which they are famous. In group 

theory with Grassmannians, Seshadri developed the standard monomial theory with his students V. 

Lakshmibai and C. Musili during the 1970s. One of his best known students is Madhav V. Nori, now at 

the University of Chicago.   

In 1984, Seshadri moved to the Institute of Mathematical Sciences, Chennai for personal reasons, one 

of which may have been his lifelong interest in classical music, of which he was a skilful vocalist in the 

Carnatic tradition. There, he soon felt the need for a special centre for mathematics, where research 

and high quality education could go on at the same time. This led to the foundation of the School of 

Mathematics, SPIC Science Foundation in 1989. Nine years later, it became the Chennai Mathematical 

Institute (CMI). now one of India’s leading schools for mathematics. Seshadri continued to run it as 

founder-Director, till he finally stepped down in 2010, when he had reached the age of 80. His collected 

papers were published by CMI in 2012, and they run to 1700 pages! 

Seshadri was a recipient of many awards and distinctions, including the Padma Bhushan, the S.S. 

Bhatnagar Award and the Fellowship of the Royal Society, apart from several honorary doctorates. He 

lost his beloved wife, Sundari, in 2019, and is survived by his sons Narasimhan and Giridhar. His 

brother C.S. Rajan is a Senior Professor of Mathematics at TIFR.           


