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This film on Homi Bhabha was conceived during 
his birth centenary in 2009. In a sense it is a 
natural continuation of the exhibition in the 
auditorium foyer which is a walk down the 
pages of a history book on the scientific and 
cultural life of Bhabha and the creation of the 
institutions of modern India namely the Tata 
Institute of Fundamental Research and the 
Atomic Research Centre which is now bears his 
name.  

The film is a narrative told through the words of 
people who had worked alongside with Bhabha 
in the early days: MGK Menon, BV Sreekantan, 
Obaid Siddiqi, Govind Swarup, MS Narasimhan, 
MS Ragunathan, PK Iyengar, NB Prasad and 
others.  

It also includes intermittent commentaries by 
Mustansir Barma, Shobo Bhattacharya, S. 
Ramani, Sreekumar Bannerjee, RK Sinha and 
also by eminent scientists and engineers outside 
the DAE system: CNR Rao and Roddam 
Narasimha. The film also records the views of 
several young TIFR scientists. 

 



My own role was to make sure that there is 
mention about the outstanding scientific 
contribution of Bhabha on the strength of which 
he was able to do what he accomplished.  

Bhabha is an icon in TIFR, BARC and in other 
establishments of the DAE. It is routine to find 
his photo hanging in various places in these 
establishments. It would serve us better to look 
a bit more in detail into his ideas, ideals and 
accomplishments. They are as fresh and modern 
as they were 67 years ago!  

He emphasized excellence, modern 
infrastructure, a modern non-hierarchical 
management, an international presence and 
aesthetics in a work place. In my view we are 
lagging behind on all these counts and I hope 
this film is perhaps a knock on the door for us to 
revisit our early past and use it as a beacon for 
the future growth of our institute and Indian 
science. 
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