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Prof. Trilochan Pradhan was born on 3rd January 1929 in Ghanashalia village in Nayagad 

district of Odisha. He passed away on 4th December 2021. 

Prof. Pradhan built the institute of physics (IOP) at Bhubaneswar by joining it as the founder-

director on 4th September 1974 . He took up this responsibility after leaving his post as the 

Professor and head, Theoretical Nuclear Physics Division of Saha Institute of Nuclear Physics. 

After superannuating from the institute of physics in January 1989, he took over the Vice 

Chancellorship of Utkal University from 1989 till 1991.  He was associated with IPA right 

from early days and has actively supported IPA activities. 

 Prof. Pradhan in 1953 went to the University of Chicago, USA, for his Ph.D. and was taught 

by eminent scientists like Enrico Fermi. He did his Ph.D. in 1956 on Electron Capture by 

Protons passing through the Hydrogen under the supervision of M. Goldberger. After that did 

post-doctoral work under famous astrophysicist S. Chandrasekhar and then at Niels Bohr 

Institute in Copenhagen, Denmark.  He carried out scientific work in the areas of quantum field 

theory, high energy physics, atomic collisions, plasma physics, and electron gas. Prof. Pradhan 

has authored two books: (a) “The Photon”, published by Nova Science Publishers, New York, 

and (b)  “Quantum Mechanics”, published by University Press, Hyderabad.  

 He chaired several committees for the academic evaluation of a number of academic 

institutions and suggested a road map for their excellence. Prof. Pradhan’s contribution to 

scientific research and institute building has been well recognized in the country. He became a 

fellow of the Indian Academy of Science, Bangalore in 1974. He got the Meghnad Saha Award 

for Theoretical Sciences hosted by Hari Om Ashram (UGC) in 1980. In 1990 Govt. of India 

conferred him with Padma Bhushan. He received Kalinga Samman award in 2014 and Kalinga 

Ratna award in 2018. His contributions to the development of scientific research in the state of 

Odisha were invaluable. 

His demise is a great loss to Physics community in India.  We have a lost a friend and Patron 

of IPA . 

Sincere condolences to his family. 

May his soul rest in peace. 

 


