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Obituaries 

Prof. S.P. Pandya  

(1928-2019) 

 

Professor S.P. Pandya, a distinguished theoretical nuclear 

physicist, known to his close associates as Sudhirbhai, passed 

away on June 30, 2019. Prof. Pandya obtained his B.Sc. from 

Bombay University (1948), M.Sc. from Delhi University 

(1950), and Ph.D. in 1957 from University of Rochester, New 

York (USA) under the guidance of Dr. J.B. French. After 

returning to India he joined the Physical Research Laboratory 

(PRL), Ahmedabad.   

His major contributions in the nuclear shell model studies are 

the relationship between particle-hole and particle-particle 

interactions (a single page paper in Physical Review in 1956), 

and the mathematical technique of calculation of two-particle 

interaction energies (based upon A.N. Mitra--S.P. Pandya 

transformation brackets), and the deformed Nuclear Shell 

Model. These research works paved the way for nuclear 

structure calculations worldwide. 

Prof. Pandya was the first theoretical physicist to join PRL, 

where he built up a large group spanning different subareas of 

physics. He served as a Director of PRL during 1983-87. 

Prof. Pandya was awarded the Vikram Sarabhai Award by the 

Gujarat Government. He was Founder Fellow Gujarat Science 

Academy, Fellow of the Indian Academy of Sciences, 

Bangalore and Indian National Science Academy.  He was the 

elected President of IPA (1973-75) and Indian Association of 

Physics Teachers.  

Sudhirbhai enjoyed doing science, was a passionate teacher 

and actively participated in programmes of science education 

and science popularization in Gujarat. His students and 

associates remember him as a caring, pleasant person to work 

with. In his demise, not only has the community lost an 

eminent scientist but the IPA has also lost a patron. 

(With contributions from PRL colleagues and 

Prof. Y.R. Waghmare) 

  

 

Prof. Abhijit Mookerjee 

(1946-2019) 

 

Professor Abhijit Mookerjee, a leading condensed matter 

theorist, passed away on 18 July 2019. He obtained his B.Sc. 

from Presidency College, Calcutta, B.Sc. (special) from 

Imperial College, London, and Ph. D. from the University of 

Cambridge under the guidance of Prof. Brian Josephson.  In 

1974, Prof. Mookerjee joined the University of Roorkee and 

soon afterwards moved to the Department of Physics, IIT 

Kanpur where he had a distinguished career from 1975 to 

1990. Thereafter he moved to the then newly established 

S.N. Bose National Centre for Basic Sciences (SNBNCBS), 

Kolkata, from where he retired in 2011 as an Emeritus 

Professor.   

His main area of work was in the theoretical calculations of 

electronic structures of materials. He proposed a 

sophisticated method for the computation of electronic 

structures of disordered materials.  His group contributed to 

techniques for computation of electronic structures of 

disordered materials and the physics of spin-glass 

transitions.  He developed a research group and collaborated 

with many Indian scientists. 

Prof. Mookerjee was a much-loved teacher and a mentor to 

more than 40 Ph.D. students. He also played a major 

administrative role at SNBNCBS. Apart from physics 

interest, he directed and acted in several plays in English, 

Hindi and Bengali, and played the violin.  

His enthusiasm for science and life will missed by all who 

knew him.  

Prof. B. V. Sreekantan, a distinguished physicist, former director of TIFR and one of the patrons of IPA, passed away 

on Oct. 27,  2019. A detailed write up highlighting his contributions will be brought out in the next issue of Physics News. 
 


