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From the President’s Desk  

 

I am indeed honoured to be given this opportunity to serve as an IPA president. 

The IPA started in 1970 at TIFR, with the efforts of Late Prof. B.M. Udgaonkar.  

I am very happy to be a part of this legacy.  

As you are aware, despite the pandemic, the reach of IPA has been widened 

through new initiatives and webinars. IPA now has a presence on all major 

social media platforms such as, YouTube, Facebook, and Twitter. I thank you 

all for the enthusiastic support given to the IPA webinar. I am happy to 

announce that the "IPA Jubilee fund" launched on the occasion of the IPA 

golden jubilee has received a good response. I appeal to all members and well-

wishers to generously donate to the same.  

The IPA proposes to hold several programs this year and soon a calendar of events will be made available on the 

webpage. Efforts are underway to enthuse and involve various IPA chapters in these activities. From April 2021, 

we have launched IPA monthly colloquium with a focus on Applications of Physics - aimed to give a flavour of the 

role physics and physicists play in different facets of life. We welcome proposals for hosting this or any other IPA 

activity. We expect to have more joint ventures with other international physics societies in the coming years.  

Physics News is the face of IPA. Prof. Dipan Ghosh and Dr. S. Kailas have shouldered the editorial responsibility 

for over a decade. The IPA is extremely thankful to them for their tireless efforts and service to Physics News. We 

have received several suggestions for new features to be added to this bulletin and the newly appointed editorial 

board will take this forward. The present issue is very special – it showcases the work of Dr. Bibha Chowdhuri, one 

of the first woman scientists of India, and highlights from the Cosmic Ray research. In this issue, the IPA on behalf 

the physics community in the country, pays a tribute to this forgotten hero of the Indian Science. It is heartening to 

note that recently two posthumous honours have been bestowed on Dr. Bibha Chowdhuri: the International 

Astronomical Union named a yellow white dwarf star as Bibha in 2018 and in 2020 the Govt. of India declared a 

chair professorship in her name to be instituted in TIFR or PRL. I congratulate the guest editors Prof. A.K. Grover 

and Prof. Srubabati Goswami, and Prof. Vandana Nanal for doing a commendable job.   

I would like to thank Dr. Ajit K. Mohanty, Dr. S.M. Yusuf, and other members of the outgoing executive committee 

for their excellent work in enlarging the scope of IPA activities. I look forward to your support and engagement to 

keep IPA vibrant in the coming years.  
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