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APS International Young Leaders Forum 2021 

 

With the aim to reach out to a larger audience for efficient 

scientific interactions, the American Physical Society (APS), 

which is a non-profit membership organization, held the first 

ever international online meeting of this kind on February 5, 

2021. The meeting titled, “APS International Young Leaders 

Forum 2021” (IYLF) was held with a purpose to create a 

dialogue between different young scientists. The main agenda 

of the meeting was initiation of the discussion, “How APS may 

provide a welcoming global hub for the world’s physicists”. 

For this purpose, 48 young scientists representing 22 countries 

across six continents were selected (as indicated in Figure 1), 

among which five people represented India. We, as authors, 

on behalf of all the team members take the initiative to 

describe the minutes of the meeting, long term goals and 

similar plans which can be initiated in India, in this report.  

The program started with an introduction of APS by Amy 

Flatten, the Director of International Affairs, followed by 

welcoming remarks by Prof. Jonathan Bagger, the APS Chief 

Executive Officer. They emphasized that one of the major 

goals of the APS is to grow beyond North America to improve 

networking of physicists across the world and provide 

opportunities to help advance science thereby becoming a 

global hub for physicists. 

For initiation of the efficient discussion, the first part of the 

session was divided into six smaller breakout rooms. Each 

breakout room was led by an APS delegate to get the 

conversation started. The concerns raised by the Indian 

participants were related to lack of awareness of programs 

organized by APS, and perceiving APS only as                               

an organization for publishing peer-reviewed journals.  

Furthermore, it was noted that people who are aware of the 

APS activities, find it difficult to attend owing to fewer 

funding options.  

Some possible solutions to mitigate the aforementioned 

concerns and additional suggestions were offered by the 

Indian contingent: 

• To hold a dedicated APS-India (or even APS-South East 

Asia) conference annually for people from this region of 

the world, else rotate the conference centers among 

different continents. This would help change the existing 

perception of APS and also provide opportunity to make 

people aware of other APS programs like career 

guidance, travel funds, etc.  

• More funding programs/exchange programs would be 

beneficial. Additionally, APS needs to have a program 

that addresses the growing mental health concerns of 

young physicists, especially graduate students and 

postdocs. 

• Various platforms for promoting events were 

suggested— institute notice boards, social media and 

community-based web-pages like inspire-hep. 

• APS has been largely associated with organizing 

conferences. It would be nice to also have pedagogical 

schools. 

 

Figure 1: The countries represented at the APS international 

young leadership forum are marked on the world map. 

Several other suggestions were brought to light by 

representatives from other countries. These include a 

dedicated program for promoting physicists in the LGBTQ 

community, initiating programs to support women with family 

obligations in the field of physics, reducing the language 

barrier among physicists across the world, making journals 

open access in certain regions of the world where subscription 

charges can be very high in local currency, have an option to 

double blind while submitting manuscripts to their journals, 

and improving networking among young scientists and 

helping out with visa related issues when traveling for APS 

related programs. 

In addition to hearing our concerns, the forum had arranged 

for two very useful talks by the editors of APS. The first talk 

titled “Publishing in Peer-Reviewed Journals: Physical 

Review Tutorial for Authors & Referees” was presented by   

Dr. Serena Dalena, Associate Editor, Physical Review Letters, 

discussed the issues related to the value of publishing in peer-

reviewed journals and explained the evaluation of a 

manuscript from a reviewer’s perspective. Serena also urged 

young physicists to sign up as a reviewer as that is the fastest 

way to improve one’s paper-writing and reading skills. The 

second talk was by Dr. Matteo Rini, Editor, Physics Magazine. 

The talk was titled “Writing Better Scientific Papers” and it 

discussed how to organize content while writing a paper with 

some dos and don’ts of paper writing. The talks were followed 

by a panel discussion. The panelists, besides the two speakers 

from the talks, were Yan Li, Associate Editor, Physical 

Review B, and Sami Mitra, Editor, Physical Review Letters. 

Several questions raised by the participants on topics like 

referee bias, paper writing and double blinding were discussed 

by the panel. 
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The APS delegates made a note of all the problems faced by 

members from outside the USA in making full use of the APS 

programs. They floated the possibility of holding hybrid APS 

April and March meetings, i.e., they can be attended in-person 

as well as online for those facing travel difficulties. They also 

took feedback on the feasibility of organizing hybrid or fully 

online regional conference outside the USA. They said        

they had plans of maintaining a repository of talks and related 

materials from APS programs for public consumption. One of 

the popular ideas brought up by APS was the possibility of 

facilitating an in-person seminar by a Nobel laureate in 

different regions outside the USA to reach out to graduate and 

undergraduates as well as holding more career counselling to 

people worldwide. Overall, the suggestions from all the 

participants were well received by the APS delegates. When 

contacted post meeting, Amy Flatten gave the following 

statement, “The International Young Leaders Forum brought 

together a wonderful group of service-oriented young 

physicists from around the world. Their perspectives on the 

needs of their physics community will help APS to better serve 

young physicists worldwide. We sincerely appreciated the 

feedback from those participating from India, as APS is 

partnering with the Indian Physics Association toward joint 

programs with a particular focus on serving young physicists 

in India.” 

Overall, this meeting was beneficial from several 

perspectives,   and   a   similar   initiative   should   perhaps  be

thought about for India. Meetings of this kind would not only 

be instrumental in understanding the needs of young 

physicists, but will also guide them towards a better future. It 

would also be helpful if, just like APS, India could organize 

targeted career-oriented programs for young scientists. 

Additionally, organizing dedicated science outreach activities 

targeting younger audience/non-science background 

community, through accessible platforms such as YouTube 

would be useful in developing awareness about science.  
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