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Meet the Scientists! 

We profile 4 enthusiastic scientists who work in diverse areas related to climate science across the country. 

 

  

Narendra Ojha 
Reader, Space and Atmospheric Sciences Division, Physical Research 
Laboratory, Ahmedabad. 
Area: Atmospheric Physics, working for 14 years. 
My research: I perform modelling of physical and chemical processes 
in the Earth’s atmosphere to study the links between air pollution and 
climate with focus over the Indian subcontinent.  
What I like about my field of research: The knowledge of physics 
combined with high performance computing empowers us to solve 
complex problems related to air pollution and climate change, and to 
answer questions of wider scientific and societal relevance. 
 

Devapriya Chattopadhyay 
Associate Professor, Department of Earth and Climate Science, IISER Pune. 

Area: Paleontology, working for 19 years.  
My research: I study fossils to understand how marine organisms respond to their 

physical and biological environment. 
What I like about my field of research: As a kid, I was an avid nature enthusiast, 
curious about the process that shapes the Earth and life every day. The thrill of 

knowing the past world that shaped today's ecosystem drew me to paleontology. I 
still enjoy being out in the field, sometimes in the world's remote corners, to 

reconstruct the long-lost ecosystem using a multidisciplinary approach.  
The training to observe and analyse also helps me to introspect as I navigate 

through spheres of life. 

R. Krishnan 
Scientist G, Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology, Pune. 
Area: Climate Science with focus on Climate Change and Monsoons, working for 
35 years.  
My Research: Numerical modeling and analysis of Climate Change and Variability 
on different scales, with focus on the Indian monsoon. 
What I like about my field of research: Interconnectedness of Climate Science 
with different components of the Earth System viz., Atmosphere, Ocean, Land, 
Cryosphere and Biosphere; and the interdisciplinary nature of the subject having 
strong links to other branches of sciences, Computational Sciences, Social 
Sciences, Economics, Philosophy, history among others. 

Debasis Sengupta (extreme right) with students 

and research team onboard Ocean Research 

Vessel Sagar Nidhi, north Bay of Bengal. 

 

Debasis Sengupta 
Professor, Centre for Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences (CAOS),  

Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore. 
Area: Ocean physics and climate variations, working for 40 years. 

My research: We study ocean currents and waves, as well as 
temperature and salinity variations from seconds to decades, and 

meters to planetary scales. 
What I like about my field of research: I enjoy going to the sea on 

research ships to gather observations. The low-salinity water from the 
Bay of Bengal rivers can be traced far across the Indian Ocean, 

reaching the shores of Africa in a few months - we are studying the 
role of river water in air-sea interaction, e.g., in cyclone 

intensification. 
 


