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Acting on the suggestion from the Indian contingent at the 

APS International Young Leaders Forum held in February, 

2021, the IPA has initiated a Young Physicists Meet (YPM) 

programme. The goal is to establish a direct line of contact 

with young physicists, who are either senior Ph.D. scholars, 

postdocs, or young faculty in India, and gather feedback on 

how IPA can help them advance in their career. The IPA plans 

to organise the YPM separately in five zones – East, West, 

Central, North, and South, to cover the whole of India. The 

IPA would solicit participation of various Universities and 

Institutes from every state in a given zone, by requesting 

nominations of young physicists who can represent the voices 

of young researchers in that region. At the crux of the YPM 

will be a round-table discussion with the representatives, in 

which IPA would listen to feedback from them on their 

experiences in academia, their struggles and proposed 

solutions. This feedback would help the IPA develop a 

roadmap on how to help young researchers in India. 

The first of the five IPA YPM was hosted by the National 

Institute of Science Education and Research (NISER), Odisha, 

for the East zone, online via Zoom, on January 31, 2022. There 

were 30 participating institutes spanning across 11 states from 

the eastern and northeastern regions of India (See Figure 1). 

The participation breakdown in terms of gender and 

designation have been shown in Table 1. The East zone IPA 

YPM programme included a round-table discussion with all 

invited representatives, talks on scientific writing, ethics in 

research, and public speaking by eminent speakers, and panel 

discussions on career opportunities after obtaining a Ph.D. in 

Physics, with a roster of experienced panelists. An orientation 

programme was arranged for the representatives on January 

26, 2022 in which the motivation and format of the YPM was 

explained in detail. The participants were given a 

questionnaire as conversation starters for the round-table 
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discussions, and the option to post questions to the panelists 

anonymously beforehand via a google form, to ensure a 

smooth flow of events during the programme. 

Table 1: A breakdown of the participants in terms of gender 

and designation at the IPA YPM. 

Ph.D. 34 Male 39 

Faculty 26 Female 23 

Postdoc 2 Other 0 

Total 62 Total 62 

 

The first session of the YPM started with                                     

Prof. Bedangadas Mohanty, the organiser from NISER, 

welcoming all attendees, and providing an overview of the 

programme. An introduction of IPA and its activities were 

given by the IPA general secretary, Prof. Vandana Nanal from 

TIFR. The Director-NISER, Prof. Sudhakar Panda, voiced his 

well-wishes and support for this initiative taken by the IPA. 

IPA President Prof. S. Ramakrishnan (IISc) and IPA Vice-

President Prof. Tanusri Saha Dasgupta (SNBNCBS) 

emphasized the importance of catering to the needs of young 

physicists in India, and how the YPM plays a crucial role in 

gathering useful feedback for this purpose. 

After the introductory session, the participants were divided 

into six breakout rooms to start the round-table discussions. 

Each room had around 10 participants and a moderator for the 

IPA. Dr. Rudrajyoti Palit (TIFR), Dr. Moon Moon Devi 

(Tezpur University), Dr. Shikha Varma (IOP),                            

Dr. Moumita Maiti (IIT Roorkee), Dr. Vaibhav Prabhudesai 

(TIFR), and Dr. Sadhana Dash (IIT Bombay) were the 

moderators for this session. The moderators led the 

discussion, ensuring inclusiveness and presented the summary 

of inputs received for the perusal of IPA. The salient 

comments by the participants have been summarized below: 
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• Increase awareness about IPA and its activities in the 

northeastern region. 

• IPA can organise regular sessions on (A) career 

counselling, (B) building start-ups, (C) filing patents and 

Intellectual Property Rights (IPR), (D) inter-disciplinary 

research, and (E) preparation of resume and project 

proposal. 

• The IPA website can have information on (A) finding 

academic and non-academic jobs, (B) Physics lectures 

and related resources, (C) travel grants and funding, and 

(D) support for women in science and the 

underprivileged. 

• The IPA can initiate mentorship programmes, and IPA 

members should be encouraged to visit remote Institutes 

and Universities to hold workshops and schools. 

• There is a desire for IPA to play a greater role in 

facilitating (A) improved accessibility of journals and 

books, (B) access to existing major experimental 

facilities, particularly for the northeastern region 

physicists. 

 

Figure 1: The states participating in the East zone IPA YPM. 

Several concerns were raised about lack of infrastructure and 

trained personnel at remote Universities. It was emphasized 

that this adversely affects both students and young faculty, in 

choice of problems, competitive project evaluations, funding 

etc. Although this is outside its ambit, IPA agreed to bring the 

matter to the attention of the concerned bodies. 

The next session included two talks. The first talk was by  

Prof. Sunil Mukhi from IISER Pune on “Scientific Writing 

and Ethics in Research”. The talk discussed ethical standards 

expected by Universities and journals, and showcased 

instances of plagiarism with their consequences. The second 

talk was given by Dr. Yukti Arora from Ashoka University on 

Public speaking. The talk explained various ways to improve 

the quality of delivering a talk, as well as presenting posters. 

Both the talks had an interaction session with the participants. 

Following the talks were panel discussions on career 

opportunities that were divided into two categories: (i) in 

academia, and (ii) beyond academia. The panelists for the 

discussion on career opportunities in academia were                

Dr. Shobhana Narasimhan (JNCASR), Dr. Nishita Desai 

(TIFR), Dr. Saroj Nayak (IIT Bhubaneshwar), and                   

Dr. A. Srinivasan (IIT Guwahati). Questions from the 

participants included “What are the differences in joining 

dedicated research institutes compared to a state 

universities?”, “How to prepare a CV and list of publications 

when applying for an academic position?”, “Can salaries be 

negotiated? and “Quality of research positions in India vs 

abroad”. There were also discussions on provisions being 

made by several Universities on overcoming any form of 

gender bias, supporting and improving participation from 

socially and economically disadvantaged classes. 

The discussion on career opportunities beyond academia was 

led by Dr. Stephan Edward (ASML), Dr. Siddharth Satpathy 

(Deepfence), Dr. Sudeshna Dasgupta                                      

(Cactus Communications), Dr. Evan Phillip (Pasqal SAS), and 

Mr. Viraj Thakkar (Tenaska). Several questions along the 

lines of “How to become aware of job opportunities outside 

academia, and how to apply for them?”, “How to prepare a 

CV for jobs outside academia?”, “How competitive is the job 

market outside academia, both in India and abroad?” were 

discussed by the panelists based on their experience. The panel 

discussions witnessed enthusiastic participation from all 

attendees. The recordings of the talks and the panel 

discussions are available on the IPA YouTube channel for a 

wider audience. 

In concluding remarks, Prof. B. Mohanty, highlighted the key 

takeaways from the Meet. Prof. Nanal (General Secretary, 

IPA) assured that IPA will deliberate on various inputs to find 

the way forward and more productive interactions with the 

young physics community. 
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