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Procedures for Synopsis Seminar and Synopsis submission

The synopsis:
The synopsis is a summary of the major findings of the thesis. It is typically 10-15 pages, and  should 
include the motivation for the thesis problem, some details of the methodology, and the final results. It 
may include  some essential figures, and must include the bibliography of the cited work in a proper 
format. In addition, it should have a separate list of publications authored by the student, separated 
into “Papers  relevant to the thesis  work” and “Other papers”.  For more details, see the SBP 
Guidelines.

Synopsis  submission:
The ``Synopsis submission to the University Cell'' involves the following steps:

1. Verification of the SBP requirements and submission of synopsis to the SBP office

2. The formation of the Evaluation Committee and the announcement of the synopsis seminar

3. The Synopsis Seminar and the Evaluation Committee reports

4. Approval of the synopsis by the SBP

5. Submission of the synopsis to the University Cell  .

The details of the above steps are given below.

1. For the synopsis submission to the SBP, the student needs to have registered with the 
University Cell, and should have satisfied the publication requirements (as given in the SBP 
guidelines). The evidences for these should be shown to the SBP Convener, who will verify 
and give the go-ahead for the submission of Synopsis to the SBP Office. The SBP Office 
needs only one hard copy and one pdf file of your synopsis. No other form needs to be filled 
for this.

2. Once the synopsis is submitted to the SBP, the SBP Convener, in consultation with the advisor 
of the student, will form the Evaluation Committee (EC).  The advisor of the student may 
suggest a committee and a suitable date along the following guidelines: The EC will consist 
of five faculty members of TIFR, at least two of whom should be from a department other 
than the student's own. Also, the committee should not contain the advisor, or any person who 
has been a co-author on a paper that forms the major part of the thesis. For students 
presenting a synopsis that is based predominantly on experimental work, there should be at 
least one theorist on the EC,  and vice versa. The committee members should have at least 10 
days to go through the synopsis. 

3. The synopsis seminar should be about one hour long, apart from questions. After the seminar, 
the EC members will separately fill up the seminar report form, and send it to the SBP office 
within one week of the seminar. If reports are not received in this time period, it will be 
assumed that the Synopsis is acceptable  as submitted. If the EC members judge that there is a 
serious problem with the synopsis which may affect its acceptance, they should alert the SBP 
Convener and the student immediately, informing them of their questions and concerns. The 
student should consult her/his advisor and submit a response to these which will be examined 
by the EC and the Convener for follow-up action.  

4. Once the synopsis has been approved by the EC, and the changes suggested by EC are made, 
the synopsis can be approved by the SBP. The SBP Convener will then send a letter to the 
student informing him/her of the approval.

5. The student then has to submit the synopsis to the University Cell, following the University 
Cell procedures as outlined on the University Cell website. 


